By THE EDITOR.

HEN I received an invitation to see a demonstration
of animated photography in natural colours at
Urbanora House, the beautiful premises which Mr.
Charles Urban has erected, and dedicated as a

Temple to the Bioscope art, I must confess I was

sceptical of seeing anything very perfect, having heard

or read of so many claims by inventors in this direction,

e ol LG without receiving the necessary confirmation of practical

i results, yet I reflected that it is not likely that such

a successful entreprenenr in cinematography as Mr.

Urban would be associated with anything but a well-tried and practical method.

I must say that I was agreeably surprised in seeing results which were absolutely

convincing, and produced in such a simple and effective way as to arouse one

to enthusiam and admiration at the ingenuity with which the details had been
worked out,

The process is the invention of Mr. G. Albert Smith, F.R.A.S., of the
Laboratory, Sonthwick, Brighton, who has brought to bear on the subject an
unrivalled practical experience dating from the earliest days of cinematography.
Probably Mr. Smith’s success is due to the fact that he approached the subject
from the standpoint of a practical cinematograph worker, knowing exactly the
conditions that were necessary to make the idea workable. It is some six
years since Mr. Urban urged him to make an enquiry into the possibilities
of cinematography in colours, and the task at first seemed almost hopeless
after an expensive series of experiments, but Mr. Urban’s buoyant optimism
encouraged Mr. Smith to go on, and three years ago he decided to devote his
whole time to what seemed for a long time an elusive problem.

At the outset of his work Mr. Smith says that he laid down certain necessary
requirements for the practical utility of the method, and to these requirements
he has steadily adhered.

First, the machine must be of the universal type of bioscope, which is to be
found in thousands in every quarter of the globe, and any addition required
to enable pictures in colours to be shown must be of the simplest character, and
must not interfere with the ready use of the machine for black and white pictures.

Second, the film used must be that obtainable in the regular way of
commerce, and must be of the same gauge as that now universally in use. Possibly
these conditions placed a handicap on the invention, but by adopting them there
was a ready-made outlet for anything worth having, for existing exhibitors all
over the world could participate without discarding their apparatus, or being
put to much expense.
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